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RESEARCH NOTES 


VUOCERCUS EURYZONIJS CON- 
AN ADDITION TO THE SNAKE 
FAUNA Ol HONDURAS 


Studies in progress on the snake fauna of Honduras 
revealed the presence of a specimen of PUoccrats 
euryzomts (MCZ 22911) from Tela, Deplo. Atlantida, 
misidentified as Tvopidodipsas sartoriL This specimen 
represents the first record of the species from Hon- 
duras, even though it. is known to occur north and 
south of this country. The species is now known to 
inhabit low, moderate, and intermediate elevations 
along the Atlantic versant from central Guatemala to 
Brazil (Peters and Orcjas-Miranda, Bull. U. S. Nat. 
Mus., 297:1-347, 1970). It seems likely that the 
nominal species Pfiocercqs amwllatns Taylor, P . artt- 
bricus Taylor, and P. dimidiafns Cope arc based on 
specimens of Ph'ocercns euryzomts (fide Scott, Ph.D. 
dissertation, Univ. Southern California, 1969, by in- 
ference). 

The Honduran specimen, a female, has 25 black 
bands on tbe body separated by light (red in life ?) 
interspaces one and one-half to two scales in length. 
The head is black to the middle of the parietals except 
for a light spot on the first and second supralabials. 
This black cap is followed by a light nuchal band, 
which extends to the posterior tip of the parietals. 
There are 134 ventrals, a divided anal plate, and 1 
1 temporals, in which features P. euryzomts is easily 
distinguishable from T. sartorii , which has over 165 
ventrals, a single anal plate, and usually 1+2 tem- 
porals. The tail of MCZ 22911 is incomplete. 

The locality from which this specimen came lies 
within the Tropical Moist Forest formation or tropical 
lowland rainforest. 

The specimen corresponds to the diagnosis for P. 
e. aequaUs ; a subspecies which is stated by Stuart 
(Misc. Publ., Mus. Zook, Univ. Michigan, 122:1-150, 
1963) and Peters and Orejas-Miranda (1970) to occur 
only in central Guatemala. However, it probably 
ranges south at least to Costa Rica; the specimens 
upon which the above-mentioned probable synonyms 
of P. euryzomts are based came from this latter 
country. 

Larry David WtLSON, Miami Dade Jr. College , Div. 
Interdisciplinary Studies , South Campus, Miami, Flor- 
ida 33156, and Diana D. Dugas, 505 S. Kibbe, Erath , 
Louisiana 70533. 

Accepted for publication September 1, 1972. 


A NEW SPECIES OF 
MIC R OTR OM BICU LA 
(ACAR1NA: TROMBICULIDAE ) 
FROM HIDALGO, MEXICO 

Studies of the New World Microtrombicula Ewing by 
Vercammen-Grandjean (1965). Webb and Loomis 


IV* 

( 1970, 1971a, h, and c and Loomis and Webb ( 1 97 
have resulted in the recognition of thiee subgcnera and 
26 species. This new species Irom Hidalgo, Mexico 
tentatively placed in the snbgcnus S < upu\< undu, is ol 
special interest because of its extremely small >/c 
and the absence of certain nude leg setae tharacLTiHic 
of other species of Mu mtnmib 'u uUt. 


1 / ivrot rnmhieu hi juciihit new species 
Figure 1 


Types. — Larvae: llolotype and 21 paratypes from 13 
km N1 Jacala. 1585 m, Hidalgo, Mexico, from cars 
of five Peromy sens hoylii Irvipcs Merriam, original 
numbers EMI* 70-329 (hoiotype and 4 paratypes), 
EMF 70-324 (3), EMF 70-325 (I ). IMP 70-327 f2). 





Figure 1. Microtrombicula jacalae. new specie?. A 
Scutum. B. Dorsal aspect of gnaihosoma. C. Ventral 
aspect of palpal tibia and tarsus. D. Setae: ST. eternal 
seta; H. humeral: PD. posterior dorsal. F Leg I 
showing nude setae with measurements and ba^cs 
branched setae. F. Leg II. as above. C Leg ITT. 
above. 
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and HMF 70-328 (10) taken 30 June 1970. and 
069989 (l) from Rcromyscus sp. taken 2 September 
1965. all collected by Eric M. Fisher. The holotype 
and one paratype will be deposited in the collection 
of the Rocky Mountain Laboratory. Hamilton. Mon- 
tana. Other paratypes now in the chigger research 
collection at California State University, Long Beach 
will be sent to appropriate institutions. 

Diagnosis: Gcnualac 11 and 111, tibiala 111 and pre- 
tarsala 11 absent; eyes absent: 1 gcnuala 1; coxa 111 
with 5-7 branched setae; coxa 11 with 2 setae, 1 
branched and I nearly nude; three pairs of sternal 
setae; palpotibial claw bifurcate; tarsus 111 with 13 
branched setae (mastitarsala absent); galeala nude. 

Description of holotype (measurements in microns, 
with mean and range of 19 types in parentheses, unless 
otherwise noted). — Body engorged, 175 by 115; eyes 
absent. 

Dorsal setae 2 (humeraIs)-6-6-6-4-4, total 28; mea- 
surements of humeral seta 17, anterior dorsal seta 19, 
posterior dorsal seta 22. 

Ventral setae 2-2-2 (sternals)-4-2-2-4-4-6-2-2, total 
32: measurements of anterior sternal seta 16, anterior 
ventral seta 15. posterior ventral seta 19. 

Scutum: Subpentagonal; sensilla extremely short 

with S-10 long setules along shaft. 

Scutal measurements: AW 23 (24.3, 22-26; 18), 
PW 35 (35.5, 32-38), SB II (11.2, 10-12), ASB 20 
(20.6, 19-23; 18), PSB 13 (13.9, 12-16), AP 25 
(24.4, 22-26), AM 16 (15.6, 14-17; 16), AL 14 
(14.8, 14-19; 18), PL 22 (20.1, 19-22; 16), S 12 
(12.7, 10-15; 7). 

Gnathosoma: Cheliceral blade small with small 

tricuspid cap; cheliceral base and capitular sternum 
lightly punctate. Galeala nude. Palpal setae B/B/ 
BBB; palpal tarsus with one nude and five branched 
setae, tarsala 4; palpotibial claw bifurcate with dorsal 
prong slightly shorter than the recurved ventral prong. 

Legs: Segments 7-7-7, extremely short and com- 
pressed, each leg ending in 2 claws and clawlike 
empodium without onychotriches. Leg J with genuala 
7 and tarsala 9 (8.2, 7-9; 18), pretarsala, subterminala 
and parasubterminala; leg 11 with coxa bisetose, 2 
tibialae and tarsala 10 (8.9, 8-10), pretarsala absent; 
leg 111 with coxa multisetose (5-7 branched setae) and 
lacking nude setae. 

Leg measurements (including, in parentheses, the 
mean and range of five types): 1 36 (125, 116-136); 
11 114 (107, 92-114); 111 131 (130, 117-131); total 
381 (358, 325-381). 

Taxonomic remarks . — This species is tentatively 
placed into the subgenus Scapuscutala , because of the 
general similarities to the other species. Also the 
absence of certain nude leg setae may be correlated 
with the extremely short leg segments. 

The two setae on coxa 11 also have been recorded 
for two other species of Microtrombicula from West 
Pakistan (Traub and Nadchatram, 1966) and a larva 
of M. trisetica from Durango, Mexico (Webb and 
Loomis, 1971c). 


Ecological notes . — Of 95 traps set along paths in 
an oak woodland among or adjacent to limestone 
outcroppings, five of six trapped Rcromyscus hoy Hi 
had \l. jacalae and a few trombiculid larvae of the 
genera Psetnloschocngastia and Lcptotrombidinm . 
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Richard It. Loomis, Dept. Biology, California State 
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EDITORIAL: CRITICAL REVIEW Ol MANUSCRIPTS 


As indicated in the Instructions for Authors (in- 
side back cover), all manuscripts submitted to 
SCAS BULLETIN are reviewed by referees who 
critically read for scientific content, originality, 
and clarity of presentation, and who assist the 
editors in making judgments as to acceptability 
for publication. The reviewers also assist authors 
by offering constructive suggestions which may 
lead to improvement of the text or illustrations 
of manuscripts. By contribution of their time and 
professional expertise the referees measurably en- 
hance the quality of SCAS BULLETIN. 

In behalf of our readers, authors, and ourselves 
we thank the following reviewers for valuable 
editorial assistance in recent months: Philip A. 


Adams, Erie D. Austin, James A. Blake Bayard 
II. Brattstrom, Jules Crane. Jr., David Cummings, 
Murray D. Dailey, Kristian Fauchald, George K. 
Fisler, John E. Filch, William Hand, John William 
Hardy, Charles Lambert, Robert J. Lavenherg, 
Richard B. Loomis, John W. Mcmcnamin, William 
J. Morris, Martin L. Morton, I M. Newell, Don- 
ald R. Patten, Donald J. Reish, Elbert Sleeper 
Andrew Starrett, John S. Stephens. Stuart L. War- 
ier, Joel Weintraub, Harrington Wells. Dieter H. 
Wilken, Adrian M. Wenner. 

Patrick H. Wells, Technical Editor 

James Dale Smith. Managing Editor 


ANNOUNCEMENT: 1973 ANNUAL MEETINGS 


The 1973 annual meetings of the Southern California 
Academy of Sciences will be held on May 4 and 5, 
1973 at California State University. Long Beach. 
Technical papers are solicited from the fields of natu- 
ral and social sciences. 

Abstracts of no more than 150 words must be 
typed on 3 X 5 cards and mast be received no later 
than March 26, 1973. The first line of the abstract 
is to include author(s), student or professional, pre- 
ferred section (see below), and type of projection 
equipment, if needed. Send abstracts to: Donald R. 
Patten, Natural Histoiy Museum of Los Angeles 
County, Exposition Park, Los Angeles , California 
90007. 


Technical sessions- — Anthropology. Archaeology, 
Botany, Earth Science. Entomology. Experimental 
Biology, Folklore. History. Invertebrate Zoology. Ma- 
rine Science, and Vertebrate Zoology (other sections 
will be opened to accommodate demand). 

Student awards will be presented in the Natural 
Science and Social Science Divisions. First award in 
each division will be $150.00: second award in each 
division $75.00. 

A.A.A.S. Gratt! in Aid of Rorarch — Si 50.00 will 
be awarded to a high school, undergraduate, or grad- 
uate student submitting the most outstanding research 
proposal in the sciences. Application forms available 
from Takashi Hosltizaki. Department of Botany. 
U.C.L.A.. Los Angeles. California 90024. 


